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THE SPORTIER
NCAA Sees No Sports
On Friday, NCAA President Mark Emmert
made an important announcement
regarding the fate of college sports
during and after the COVID-19 pandemic.
Emmert, speaking about Division I
athletics, said through the NCAA Twitter
channel, “All of the commissioners and
every president that I’ve talked to is in
clear agreement: If you don’t have
students on campus, you don’t have
student-athletes on campus.” The proper
academic and athletic environment would
require campuses to be open, and until
then, college sports will continue its
suspension. Since these college athletes
are first and foremost college students,
schools must be up and running in a
modified manner so that student-athletes
are not at any higher risk compared to the
entirety of the whole student body. An
additional measure that must be
considered is the testing of students at
colleges for COVID-19 if college sports
would like to continue. With the main
concern being that student-athletes need
to attend classes while playing sports, this
would mean that, with large campuses
opening, thousands of students will flood
the universities, potentially spreading the
virus. NCAA chief medical officer Brian
Hainline agreed with Emmert, saying that
tracing and testing of the virus must
become more efficient before schools
could even consider the possibility of
reopening. With a possibility that some
schools can open before others, one thing
is certain: student-athletes are students,
and the schools must be open to teach
them before they play.

UFC Reopens
On Saturday night, America finally got sports back.
UFC 249, highlighting 3 bouts, was the first major
sporting event in America since mid-March. The
venue was originally slated to be in New York, but to
prevent further spread of COVID-19, it was relocated
to Jacksonville, Florida.
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Did You Know?
The Korean Baseball Organization (KBO) may seem
much different from the MLB in many ways. Here are
some things that make the KBO stand out from the
MLB:
1) Instead of walk-up music as the MLB has for batters,
Korean fans have special chants that they sing for
each player before they step up to the plate
2) Between innings, cheerleaders dance to popular
Korean music, and some of these cheerleaders are
an act of themselves, as some are famous celebrities
3) Bat flipping in the MLB is frowned upon by many, but
in the KBO, it has been in existence right from the
start. An electrifying way to excite the crowd, bat
flipping is seen as a normalcy in the KBO, and is one
of the main factors that can differentiate the crowds
of KBO and MLB games

Sources:
USA Today, The Baltimore Sun, USA Today, Baseball Reference, The Korea Herald

KBO is MLB’s Current
Replacement?
In the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic,
all sports leagues across the world have
been suspended to protect players,
staff, and fans. Recently, as the
worldwide disease has begun to slow
its pace, leagues have been slowly
reopening. One example of this is the
KBO, or the Korean Baseball
Organization. The KBO, after a fiveweek hiatus, has started to play games
without fans, and will televise a handful
of them on ESPN. Comprised of 10
teams from 8 different cities in South
Korea (Doosan Bears, Hanwha Eagles,
Kia Tigers, Kiwoom Heroes, KT Wiz, LG
Twins, Lotte Giants, NC Dinos, Samsung
Lions, SK Wyverns), many of these
teams are owned by Korean and
International corporations. The KBO
differs from the MLB in its unrivaled
theatrics and a completely new style of
crowd energy, and you can read more
about this in the “Did You Know?”
section to the left. Speaking of success
stories from the KBO, one particular
major leaguer had three very successful
seasons as a member of the NC Dinos.
Eric Thames, current-day Washington
Nationals outfielder, played in the KBO
from 2014-2016 after an uneventful
previous career in Major League
Baseball. In the 2015 season, Thames
had a monster year, with a .381 batting
average, 47 home runs, and 120 RBIs,
which earned him the MVP award in the
KBO. After his success in the KBO, he
was signed by the Milwaukee Brewers
in 2017 and as since been signed by
the Nationals. Korean baseball differs
in many ways from the North American
variation of the sport, but at the end of
the day, sports are on the return.

